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Greetings!

As we observe Women'’s
History month, | am
excited to share our first

report on the State of -
Black Women and Girls in  § -
Baton Rouge. Some years - -

ago we released a similar
report on Black men and
boys. That report has
served as the impetus for
the Urban Congress on
African American Males
and the work that has
followed.

| sincerely hope that sharing this important information will stimulate a
corresponding commitment to impact the experiences of Black women
and girls in our community. We are thankful for the many organizations
and individuals who are active in this work already. We stand ready to be
of support in whatever way we might.

Respectfully,

RAYMOND A. JETSON

CHIEF EXECUTIVE CATALYST
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INTRODUCTION
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WHY BLACK

WOMEN & GIRLS IN
BATON ROUGE?
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25%

black women make up
approximately 25% of the
population of East Baton Rouge
Parish

17%

black women account for
roughly 177 of the population of
Louisiana
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With Louisiana having the largest gender pay gap in

I N C o M E the nation, women as a group earn approximately 68.8
cents for every dollar a white male earns (National

I N E U A L I TY Women'’s Law Center 2018) with black women earning
approximately 46 cents for every dollar a white male

earns.
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POVERTY
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POVERTY (cont)
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EDUCATIONAL
ATTAINMENT

DISCIPLINE IN
EDUCATION

In the era of mass incarceration, there
has been a targeted focus on the impact
of our educational and correctional
institutions--and the biases of those who
run those institutions--have on black
children and adults, many times black
males.

Though black men unequivocally have
the highest representation in
corrections nationwide, people have
begun to highlight the ways black girls
and women are also impacted by over-
policing and racially biased discipline
practices within schools. Research on
discipline practices across the nation
found that black girls were significantly
more likely to receive discipline (office
referrals, in- and out-of-school
suspensions) within primary and
secondary than their white female peers.
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DISCIPLINE &
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
ENCOUNTERS

Black girls, once brought to
juventile court, are the least
likely to be offered pre-trial
interventions as an
alternative to jail time
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In Louisiana, homicide is the second
leading cause of death for black women
v I o L E N C E A N D between the age of 15-34, making homicide
C R I M E a significant threat to black girls and young
women




Black women's infant mortality
rate is almost three times white
women's infant mortality rate,
per 100,000 live births

Source: Novoa and Taylor (2018)

Black women's maternal
mortality rate is roughly 3.4 times
white women's maternal
mortality rate, per 100,000 live
births
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Hispanic

HEALTH &

CHILD BIRTHING

Health care and access to quality care is not
simply a matter of individual access and
ability to afford proper healthcare. Factors
such as access to quality food providers,
home environment, quality of health care
professionals all contribute to one’s ability
to live a long and healthy life. Black
Americans’ long-standing presence in home
and professional environments that are
bereft of quality food providers and grocery
stores, proximity to industrial areas which
contaminate the quality of air and water,
and other forms of environmental racism
and classism have contributed to the bleak
picture of black people’'s health and quality
of life. Even if one is able to move to an area
with better access to healthcare providers
and better food access other issues can
arise which are unrelated to one’s physical
environment.

INFANT
MORTALITY
RATES

Black women have
the highest infant
mortality rates at
roughly 12 infant
deaths per 100,000
live births. This rate is
almost double that of
infant mortality rates
for women of other
American racial
groups.

For black women, their racial identity
makes gender health issues even more
perilous than their white counterparts. For
example, Black women have the highest
infant mortality rates at approximately 12
infant deaths per 100,000 live births
compared to white (5.9), Hispanic (4.3), and
Asian Pacific Islander women (6.4). Black
women’s maternal mortality rate is also
significant at 43.5 per every 100,000 live
births compared to a rate of 12.7 for white
women (Novoa and Taylor 2018) making
Black women 3x more likely to die in labor
than their white counterparts.
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Nationally, the top five leading causes of
death for black women are: heart disease,
cancer, cerebrovascular diseases, diabetes,

M o RTA L I TY & Alzheimer's disease.




CONCLUSION
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The work to rectify the current state of black girls and women in
Baton Rouge calls for collective action and institutional support
such as:
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ENDNOTES

1. State and Parish population data comes from the 2017 American Community
Survey by the United States Census Bureau, unless otherwise cited

2. For such marriage-centered beliefs have long contributed to the perpetuation of
the gender wage gap by suggesting that men should earn more than their wives
since they are the breadwinners and are responsible for the caring and financial
support of his family (Griffith, Gunter, and Allen 2011)

3. Homicide was the leading cause of death for black Louisiana males aged 10
through 34.
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